
How to Prevent  Dryer Fires
Dryers are a leading cause of home fires. 

 Here are some tips on preventing them in 
your home! 

Never Leave Laundry 
Unattended

Don't Over- 
load

Choose a metal 
dryer duct
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Check the Vents and 
Lint Trap

Be sure someone is home if there is 
laundry in the dryer. Never leave 
drying laundry unattended. Be sure 
the dryer is off before leaving the 
house or going to bed. 

Follow the instructions provided by 
the manufacturer when loading the 
dryer. 

Be sure not to over-load.

Be sure to remove lint that has 
collected in the filter after each load 
of laundry, ensuring that no lint has 

collected around the drum. 

You should also be sure to clean out 
the vent pipe located behind the 

dryer to make sure no lint has 
collected in there, as this could also 
be a fire hazard. Finally, don't use a 
dryer without the lint tray in place! 

Flexible ducts made of foil and/or 
plastic can collect lint and start to 
sag. Metal ducts are sturdier and 
more likely to contain any fire that 
did happen to start inside the duct.

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Safety-in- 
the-home/Dryers-and-washing-machines


